University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
The Montana Constitution Collection
2-10-1972

Minutes of the nineteenth meeting of the Revenue and Finance
Committee
Montana. Constitutional Convention (1971-1972). Revenue and Finance Committee

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/montanaconstitution

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
Montana. Constitutional Convention (1971-1972). Revenue and Finance Committee, "Minutes of the
nineteenth meeting of the Revenue and Finance Committee" (1972). The Montana Constitution Collection.
423.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/montanaconstitution/423

This Committee Minutes and Testimony is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks at University
of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Montana Constitution Collection by an authorized
administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, please contact
scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

STATE CAPITOL

.

HELENA. MONTANA 59601

•

TELEPHONE 406/449-3750

/97/ -19*1^

REVENUE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

Place of Meeting:

Room 215
Mitchell Building

Committee Chairman:

Date Meeting Held:
Time Meeting Held:

2/10/72
10:08 a.m.
1:30 p.m.

Sterling Rygg

MINUTES OF THE NINETEENTH MEETING OF THE REVENUE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

SUBJECT OF MEETING:

General Testimony and
Romney Hearing on Rough Draft

Roll Call:
Sterling Rygg, Chairman
Maurice Driscoll, Vice Chairman

William Artz
E. M. Berthelson
Dave Drum

Noel Furlong
Russell McDonough
Mike McKeon

Roger Wagner

Time of Adjournment:

2:45 p.m.
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DISCUSSION:
Chairman Sterling Rygg called the meeting to order at 10:08 a.m.

Members Driscoll, Drum, Furlong and McKeon were excused to attend another

hearing.
Those present listened to testimony presentee by Wes Wertz on

Articles XI, XII and XXI.

William Cheney, executive officer of the state

Livestock Commission and Tom Evans, chairman of the Livestock Commission,
were present to suggest language for retentior of the livestock mill levy.

Members of the Fish and Game Department appeared before the committee

to advocate retention of the anti-diversion amendment since 6/10ths of
every cent of the gasoline tax is used for recreational purposes.

Those

appearing were Don Brown, new Fish and Game Director, Keith Freseman,
Deputy Director and Wes Woodyard, staff member.
Carl Seltzer, assessor from Cascade County, appeared to ask that

county assessors be kept as elected officials.

Chairman Rygg explained

that it was not the decision of this committee, but rather belonged to
the General Government committee.

Mr. Seltzer remained to testify about

tax inequities.

Chairman Rygg asked the committee if they wished to add a provision
on the livestock mill levy.
of the rough draft.

Mr. Wagner moved that it be included as part

The motion was carried.

Mr. Rygg then asked the members if they wanted a provision on the
taxation of mines included in the draft.

They decided to have the

chairman indicate to the visitors present at the Romney Hearing that the

committee had not yet decided whether or not to include a provision on
the taxation of mines, and that this decision would not be made until

the final draft was ready for presentation.
The meeting recessed at 12:10 p.m.

AFTERNOON SESSION:
Chairman Sterling Rygg presided over the Romney Hearing on the

Revenue and Finance Article.

The meeting was called to order at 1:42 p.m.

He briefly explained what changes the committee had suggested.

He then

called upon Mr. McDonough for explanations of the committee's philosophy

in making these changes.

Mr. Artz arose to explain to those present that the rough draft did

not incorporate everything he thought it should and gave several suggest -

ions which he hoped would be in the final draft.

in support of the article as presented.

Three persons appeared

They were Laurence Bjorneby,

Mayor of Kalispell, John M-Laughlin, Mayor of Great Falls and Mrs. John
Nelson Hall, President of the Great Falls City Council.
Delegate Marian Erdmann questioned whether one provision might

prevent local governments from levying taxes.

Chairman Rygg advised her

to present her ideas to the committee for further consideration.
Delegate Thomas Ask said that he would present alternate wording

for Sections 2 and 10 of the article.
Delegate Richard Nutting asked one of the members to explain the

changes in the anti-diversion amendment.

Chairman Rygg briefly told of

the committee's philosophy in broadening the scope of the provision.

Delegate Mae Nan Robinson challenged the inclusion of the anti
diversion amendment in the rough draft.

She said that while the committee

was attempting to give the legislature more power, they were in effect
limiting it.

She said that retention of this amendment invites waste and

extravagance and destroys checks and balances.

Delegate William Swanberg asked for a written explanation of the
technical changes made by the committee, which would include a listing
of old sections amended or deleted and the new sections in which old

provisions had been included.

Delegate Leslie "Joe" Eskildsen spoke in opposition to the provision
to remove the present guidelines for county assessment of property.

He

said that if these guidelines were left up to the legislature, they would

be changed every two years or so, and that this did not allow enough
stability in the method of assessment.

He told the committee that he

didn't see anything wrong with retaining the entire section on property

taxation as it now exists, v.ith possibly a few minor changes.

There being no further testimony, the meeting was adjourned.

Time of Adjournment:

2:45 p.m

Chairman

Secretary

